
 

 

Flood-Prone Property Restored to Open Space
 

Full Mitigation Best Practice Story 

Gila County, Arizona
 
Roosevelt, AZ - In 1911 the Bureau of Reclamation constructed Theodore Roosevelt
Lake, the first major structure constructed under the Federal Reclamation Act, formed by
the construction of a masonry dam on the Salt River, submerging about 10 miles of the
original river bed beneath the waters.
 
In the 1960’s, many homes were constructed along the south shore of the lake and were
repeatedly subject to damage from flash flooding. Roosevelt Estates is one of the
communities in this area. This area, and these homes, had been damaged repetitively in flooding events because of their
location near the confluence of the two major drainages.
 
During the 2003 monsoon storms, six to twelve inches of rain fell in a 12 hour period, flooding six homes near the corner of Ash
Street and Palo Verde Drive, the geographic low point of the Roosevelt Estates where Campaign Creek and Pinto Creek
converge. Three of the homes suffered substantial damage, making two of them uninhabitable. Altogether 20 homes lost all
utilities for a day and phones were out for one week. The damage zone was eight miles square.
 
In the summer of 2002, the largest, most severe fire in Arizona history, the Rodeo-Chediski Fire, burned nearly a half-million
acres of wilderness and triggered a Presidential Disaster Declaration for Arizona. Gila County applied for and received FEMA
hazard mitigation grant funding from the State. Because the hazard mitigation funds were available for any priority risks, Gila
County used the grant monies to purchase flood-damaged homes in Roosevelt Estates and to return the lots to a natural state.
 
Limited funds restricted the purchase to only three homes with the most damage—amounting to over 50% of their fair market
value. The costs for purchasing the three homes totaled $298,388.45, including appraisal and escrow fees. The savings from
damages prevented to these three properties from floods occurring in 2005 and 2006 equaled more than $500,000.
 
Gila County placed permanent deed restrictions on the properties, preventing any future development except for public
facilities associated with open space or recreational use. In 2006, cottonwoods, eucalyptus trees and native chaparral grow
among the rocks and the acquired properties show no sign of ever having been built upon.
 

 

Activity/Project Location

Geographical Area: Single County in a State

FEMA Region: Region IX

State: Arizona

County: Gila County

City/Community: Roosevelt
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Key Activity/Project Information

Sector: Public

Hazard Type: Flooding

Activity/Project Type: Acquisition/Buyouts; Land Use/Planning

Structure Type: Wood Frame; Mobile Home

Activity/Project Start Date: 09/2002

Activity/Project End Date: 05/2003

Funding Source: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)

Funding Recipient: Local Government

Application/Project Number: 9999

Activity/Project Economic Analysis

Cost:  $298,388.00 (Actual)

Activity/Project Disaster Information

Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? Yes

Federal Disaster #: 1422 , 06/25/2002

Federal Disaster Year: 2002

Value Tested By Disaster? Yes

Tested By Federal Disaster #: No Federal Disaster specified

Year First Tested: 2005

Repetitive Loss Property? Yes

Reference URLs

Reference URL 1: http://www.dem.state.az.us/

Reference URL 2: http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/hmgp
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Main Points

During the 2003 monsoon storms, six to twelve inches of rain fell in a 12 hour period, flooding six homes•
Altogether 20 homes lost all utilities for a day and phones were out for one week. The damage zone was eight miles
square

•

In the summer of 2002, the largest, most severe fire in Arizona history, the Rodeo-Chediski Fire, burned nearly a half-
million acres of wilderness and triggered a Presidential Disaster Declaration for Arizona

•

Gila County applied for and received FEMA hazard mitigation grant funding from the State.•
Gila County used the grant monies to purchase flood-damaged homes in Roosevelt Estates and to return the lots to a
natural state.

•

Gila County placed permanent deed restrictions on the properties, preventing any future development except for public
facilities associated with open space or recreational use.

•

Topographical map of Roosevelt Estates area

Silt and debris flowed through this home

HMGP Acquisition site

Shows where floodwaters stood
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